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Minutes of the ENA General Assembly Meeting held onlinei on Thursday 18 March 2021 
at 10h00 CET, 09h00 WET, 11h00 EET 
 
Attendees: 
Miet Poppe (AVBS - Belgium), Lucien Verschoren (AVBS - Belgium), Tatyana Boyadzhieva (BAOPN - 
Bulgaria), Henning Roed (DP/ Danske Gartnerei - Denmark), Tomi Tahvonen (Taimistoviljelijät ry - 
Finland), Jyri Uimonen (Taimistoviljelijät ry - Finland), Morgane Moënne (Val’hor - France), Catherine 
Müller (Val’hor - France), Emmanuelle Bougault (Val’hor - France), Markus Guhl (BdB - Germany), Nik 
Thymakis (Hepexia - Greece), Niamh Brennan (IHNSA - Ireland), Leonardo Capitanio (ANVE - Italy), 
Maurizia Castellari (ANVE - Italy), Maurizio Lapponi (ANVE - Italy), Luigi Pagliani (ANVE - Italy), Fons van 
Wezel (ANTHOS – Netherlands), Jan Veltmans (LTO - Netherlands), Mateusz Milczyński (ZSzP - Poland), 
Paula Vilanova (APPP-FN - Portugal), Dragana Skočajić (SLHS - Serbia), Jovan Topalović (SLHS - Serbia), 
Luis B. Martín (Fepex - Spain), Eduardo Martí (Fepex - Spain), Maja Persson (LRF-T - Sweden), Patrick 
Svensson (LRF-T - Sweden), Caroline Föllmi (Jardin Suisse - Switzerland),  Charles Carr (HTA - United 
Kingdom), Harm Horlings (ANTHOS - Netherlands, Sustainability WG Chair), Willy De Nolf (AVBS - 
Belgium, Treasurer), Henk Raaijmakers (LTO - Netherlands, ENA Vice-President), Jan-Dieter Bruns (BdB - 
Germany, ENA President), and Josep M. Pagès (ENA Secretary General -SG in the text-). 
Dr Marco Hoffman (IAS and Plant Names WGs), and Ms Marie Mertens (ELCA), participated in certain 
parts of the meeting.  
 
1. President’s Welcome. 

President Bruns welcomed all participants and opened the meeting with a positive message 
regarding the COVID pandemic.  
 

2. Apologies for absence.  
Leon Smet (NL) had sent his apologies.  

 
3. Agreement of the Agenda. 

The agenda was adopted.  
 
4. Approval of the minutes of the previous GA meeting held online on 2 July 2020. 

The minutes of the last General Assembly meeting were agreed on and approved as a true and 
accurate record.  
It was agreed to upload the draft minutes, i.e. prior to their approval, on the website. 

 
5. Matters arising from the minutes. 

There were no remarks. 
 
6. Members’ update (Denmark). 

Mr Henning Roeds (DK) informed the GA that their organisation Danske Planteskoler had merged 
into Dansk Gartneri, a larger umbrella organisation where they will operate as a sector. The GA 
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agreed to accept Dansk Gartneri as a full member of the association in replacement of Danske 
Planteskoler.  
Mr Roeds added that he will finish his term as Chairman of the board next summer and therefore his 
participation as delegate in ENA, although he will keep working on the Green Cities campaign. The 
President thanked him for this continuous work for the Danish association and the European nursery 
sector and invited him to join the summer meeting in Bavaria in person. 

 
7. ENA finances: to receive 2020 annual statement of accounts and 2021 budget discussion and 

approval. 
SG summarised the 2020 financial statements explaining the most relevant figures. The general costs 
were €33,534,46, and the income €40,061.70 of which €28,000.00 from membership fees and 
12,000.00 from the extra contribution received from 13 members for the preparation of the Green 
Cities 2018-2023 proposal. The European project accounts were also shown, with all expenses 
covered by CHAFEA and the seven contributing members; and certified by an external financial 
auditor. In the end, the result of the year was positive (€7,756,34). The balance on 31-12-2020 was 
shown; the outstanding debts will be settled upon receipt of the grant from CHAFEA and the 
contribution (20%) from the 7 members participating in the European project. 
The budget for 2021 was presented, with the expectation of closing the accounting year with no 
profit nor loss, while keeping the same membership fees as in the previous year.  
The GA approved the closing account statements of 2020 and the budget for 2021. 

 
8. Sustainability Working Group: motion to approve the ENA’s ambition and manifest on 

sustainability. 
Mr Harm Horlings, WG chair, repeated that sustainability aims to meet the needs of current 
generations without hindering future generations to meeting their needs. That's a general 
description of sustainability. Therefore, a comprehensive approach is needed in which economic, 
social and environmental measures reinforce each other. By actively promoting as ENA that we have 
sustainability high on the agenda, we attract people with their richest mindset into our products. 
And by already preparing us for an environmental policy that we all know is coming, we as 
organization are ready for the future. Necessary investments can be split and do not have to be paid 
in one go. Sustainability is not regulated overnight; there will have to be considerable investments 
before the benefits can be enjoyed. Therefore, we have to do it step by step, but sooner or later, we 
will have to deal with sustainable businesses. The future is not to destroy our planet, but to live in it 
and to keep on living. Every company will have to take its own responsibility. Europe must be 
Climate Neutral by 2050. To produce ambition into law, the European Commission has proposed the 
Green Deal. We are in a state of emergency for the climate and the environment. And this European 
Green Deal is an opportunity to reform the economic model and improve the health and wellbeing 
of all of us. The plan is to reduce emissions, make the environment healthier, protect nature, create 
new opportunities, and improve our quality of life. There is an important role for each member and 
each country. For a few years, Mr Horlings was working on formulating an ambition for ENA as an 
important topic in the European nursery industry. Because time is running out, we shared the 
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manifest with ENA members. There is a new balance between the ecological, social, and 
environmental dimensions of sustainable living and producing goods. Finland had sent him a very 
good document for the sustainable environmental construction in their industries. Germany was 
already telling that sustainability is a key term of the industry. Denmark had taught him about 
plastics, which should be more uniform and reusable or compostable. And Sweden had made a 
remark on reducing the use of alternatives for peat. We are all working with soil, with water, with 
energy, with biodiversity. He proposed that ENA works with this ambition and manifest, and each 
country can use these documents as a base for filling in more detail. ENA formulate the total 
proposal but, in detail, each country has to finalize it with what is needed. He asked the ENA 
members to make their comments, if any, and accept the proposal.  
 
Sweden proposed to avoid “significantly reducing the use of peat” (goal 13). It was agreed on a 
proposal from the VP writing “using peat in a sustainable way”. It was remarked that peat reduction 
is mostly a marketing idea used by retailers that needs technical studies, and evidence of the 
sustainability of the other growing media. 
 
With this modification, the GA adopted the document presented by the chair and it was agreed on 
making it public on the website. The President thanked Mr Horlings for his continuous work.  

 
9. Promotion Working Group. 

SG reminded that the European Commission had launched in 2020 an extra call for promotion 
programme proposals. This call targeted the sectors most hit by the coronavirus crisis. Live plants 
sector was one of the five eligible for the promotion support. The promotion programmes will have 
to be implemented in the EU or any third country, and for a duration of one year. Because we had 
asked the EC for help, it was necessary for our sector to get involved in promotion. 
A group led by the Netherlands, with the involvement of some ENA members, got a grant for a 
project that targets 6 countries (NL, BE, DK, DE, BG, FR): Reviving the European Flowers & Plants 
Market – Look on the bright side with plants & flowers from Europe.  
 
Regarding our Green Cities project 2018-2020, all Deliverable and Technical reports had been 
approved by CHAFEA, and there was a small discrepancy in the Financial report (€ 348 out of 
€662,000). Final reports were in process. Regarding the Green Cities Europe 2021-2023 campaign in 
13 countries, the Implementing Body had already been selected, which sub-contracted the ENA 
members in each country to execute the actions. The Communication Concept was almost ready, 
including a logo update.  
 
SG informed that the EC was going to shut down CHAFEA. All staff will move from Luxembourg to 
Brussels and will be included in REA, the European Research Executive Agency.  

 

mailto:ena@enaplants.eu
http://www.enaplants.eu/


             4/7 
 

 
ENA European Nurserystock Association  

NPO  BE0536747223 

Kortrijksesteenweg 1144J, 9051 Sint-Denijs-Westrem, Belgium 
ena@enaplants.eu 

EUROPEAN NURSERYSTOCK ASSOCIATION 

 
www.enaplants.eu 

10. COVID-19: sector situation in each country. 
The participants from Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the 
United Kingdom described the situation in their countries.  
This information is included as an annex to these minutes. 
 
The President thanked all the countries for their information, summarised that the nursery sector 
situation was good and expressed his confidence for an even better future. He asked the delegates 
from Spain about their interest to request the EC to consider plant and flower retailers as an 
essential business. Eduardo Martí explained that they were already lobbying at regional and national 
level, as many countries had also described, although with irregular results. The Vice-President 
Raaijmakers added that we have to lobby the EC for long-term policies like promoting green cities.  

 
11. So’Green (European Green Sector umbrella organisation) presentation and motion to join it. 

The President introduced Ms Maire Mertens, the Secretary General of ELCA, the European 
Landscape Contractors Association. She apologised on behalf of Mr Henrik Boss, the President of 
ELCA, that could not participate in this meeting. Ms Mertens gave a presentation about the SoGreen 
umbrella organisation, initiated in 2019. He explained that the participating organisations (ELCA, 
ENA, IFLA Europe, EILO, EFB, IOB, WUP) joined forces in SoGreen as movement to promote living 
green and lobby for it. She ended inviting all to participate in the SoGreen symposium planned for 30 
April 2021 (online). 
 
The President thanked and congratulated Ms Mertens for her presentation and her great job for all 
our sector. The GA was informed that ELCA had paid all SoGreen expenses for 2019-2021, including 
the website, and at the end of this year SoGreen participants will decide how to share the future 
expenses.  
 
Many participants expressed their support to SoGreen, and the Vice-president pointed out that the 
budget should be contained because ENA is not a wealthy organisation. The President asked all 
participants, and it was unanimously agreed on ENA formally joining SoGreen. It was also decided 
to share the presentation with all members.   

 
12. Plant Names WG: update on 2021-2025 international plant names list.  

Dr Marco Hoffman, chair of our WG on plant names, gave a short introduction about the entire 
project “list of names of woody plants” produced with ENA and the “list of names of perennials” 
produced with ISU. The main goal is giving the sector the correct preferrable name of the plants: the 
correct botanical name, and the correct spelling of the variety name, including synonyms and trade 
names. Every 5 years we publish a new edition. After discussion within the WG, many new names 
have been added and some have been changed, because of scientific developments. The books 
should be ready for publication by next June, and the list is also available online. This edition is 
financed mainly by Naktuinbouw (the Netherlands Inspection Service for Horticulture).  
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It was agreed on promoting the book and the digital version through ENA and the member 
organisations, as sales are necessary in order to have the necessary funding to make new updated 
editions. 

 
13. IAS (Invasive Alien Species): EU legislation update. 

Dr Marco Hoffman, reminded everyone that the species in the Union list are not allowed to be 
grown or traded in the EU, and that the list is updated continuously. ENA is involved in two official 
EU working groups, and he explained that many species were in the final risk assessment (RA), and 
therefore in the final stage of becoming included in the Union list, while other RA were still in 
progress. ENA, as a stakeholder, might provide extra information to influence the species listed. It 
was agreed on sharing the list of candidate species with all members asking for their feedback.  
SG thanked Dr Hoffman for his work representing ENA in the committees and added that ENA is 
going to participate in a consultation of the EC regarding the pathways of introduction and spread of 
IAS, including the risk of IAS spread with the soil.  
Vice-president Raaijmakers also thanked Dr Hoffman for his work and stressed the importance of 
working on IAS as a sector because environmental organisations are blaming us as the cause of the 
problem.  
 

14. ENA Quality standards’ update. 
President Bruns gave the floor to Markus Guhl (DE) who informed that the German association 
doesn’t see a point on making an update of Quality standards for the entire Europe because of the 
different growing conditions. He informed that FLL, a German association (https://www.fll.de/), 
developed new plant technical standards jointly with nurseries, landscape architects and other 
organisations within the sector. These new standards superseded the BdB standards and will be 
available in English in some months. These German standards can be used everywhere in Europe, 
and those interested should buy them from FLL. The BdB has also updated their computer article 
codes to match with the new standards, and the German article codes are available from BSG, their 
services company, also for the use of any European company.  
The President added that each nursery is working with their own computer system and catalogue, 
emphasising that quality descriptions, besides the minimum of the ENA Quality Standards, are 
different because of the different climate zones and nurseries’ practises, and advocated for closing 
the discussion on this item.  
Fons van Wezel (NL) pointed out that his earlier proposal on digitalisation had nothing to do with 
quality standards, that it was only about computer language to speed up communications, and 
agreed on closing the Quality standards’ update discussion. 
The discussion was closed without proposing changes to quality standards or developing digital 
codes.
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15. EU Legislation Working Group: 

Vice-president Raaijmakers reminded all that ENA connects the plant sector with the European 
Commission on plant passports, import controls, plant health and other issues, asked all members to 
give their opinion when consulted, and offered to work in issues that concerns country 
organisations.  
 
a. Xylella fastidiosa – update 

The Vice-president asked the delegates from countries that have Demarcated Areas about new 
outbreaks.  
Spain: the situation, which was updated yesterday, has remained the same since last summer. In 
Valencia and Alicante, it is under control. The destruction of affected material is being 
accelerated. And more good news was that no nurseries were affected with positives, even if the 
tests last year were 33% more than in 2019. In Balearic Islands the situation is the same, 
although under contingency plans. No new detections in the rest of Spain. Measures are 
effective if done properly, concluded Eduardo Martí (ES).  
France: pretty calm situation, under pressure in Corsica because it is not allowed to import plants 
from Italy.  
Portugal: there were 43 genera and species infected in the DA, but the area was not increasing, 
and nurseries were not affected.  
Italy: a new outbreak, although under control. They had a situation in a nursery near the infected 
zone, but all plants were blocked, and many destroyed despite only one positive test, meaning 
very few plants had been infected. No new outbreaks in the rest of Italy.  
Vice-president Raaijmakers expressed his satisfaction that Xf is reasonably under control. 
Regarding COVID situation, he shared that plants’ lorries may avoid some strict lockdowns, 
delays at the borders or date constrains when transported refrigerated.  

 
b. Post-Brexit and non-EU countries Import /Export issues 

Miet Poppe (BE) explained the pre-export certificate simplification proposal that ENA sent to the 
EC. The Pre-Export Certification is necessary when plants are traded from one EU MS to another 
one, before exporting to Great Britain or any non-EU country.  
SG explained that the EC saw that it was unrealistic to implement a database at nursery level, 
although they might be open to discuss a database of regions or countries that are free from 
certain pests.  
Charles Carr (UK) pointed out that, in Northern Ireland, the ban to import plants with soil from 
Great Britain seemed it was starting to be lifted. HTA had been working a lot on this and 
President Bruns offered the cooperation of ENA if necessary and asked to be kept informed. 
Vice-president Raaijmakers remarked that the EC considers it difficult to make changes because 
the protocol was signed by the UK and the EU and it would require a new top-level agreement, 
although we keep looking for any opening.  
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The delegate from Spain complained about the quick changes in the UK Regulations that pose 
extra difficulties to trade.  

 
16. Proposal to include on the ENA website a link to the list of nurseries of each organisation. 

Miet Poppe (BE) defended a proposal to include on the ENA website a link to the list of nurseries of 
each organisation, to let people all over Europe, and all over the world, to search for the nurseries of 
ENA member associations.  
It was agreed on including the link to the nurseries list of each organisation on the ENA website. SG 
will ask all member organisations to supply this information.  

 

17. Next meetings. 
The President submitted to the GA the Board’s agreement to postpone the summer meeting until 
September (1st to 4th) to have it physically in Bavaria, Germany, because in June it will be too early 
considering the COVID trend.  
It was agreed on trying to have a hybrid General Assembly, to allow people to participate online if 
they are not able to be there in person.  
Mateusz Milczyński (PL) objected that, on the same dates, they have the most important trade show 
in Poland.  
Summer meeting 2022 will be held in Floriade, the Netherlands, and in summer 2023 in Turkey. 
 

18. AOB. 
The President thanked all participants for joining the meeting, expressed his confidence that our 
sector will have a successful and good business year, wished everyone a nice spring and summer, 
looked forward to meeting them in September, and adjourned the meeting at 13h20 (CET). 

 
i https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/d5323f15d1bd408a68639e462e967cb27e36da96cd9659dac4205abeaa01b69b 
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