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Dear Mr. Edwards, 

I want to thank you for your letter of 24 September 2015 on Xylella fastidiosa and other 

phytosanitary risks faced by the Union territory. 

Let me first express my determination to ensure full implementation of the EU emergency measures 

against Xylella fastidiosa in order to prevent its further introduction and spread within the Union. 

I would like to reassure you that the Commission is in close contact with the concerned Member 

States to ensure that all possible tools are made available at EU level to assist them in the 

implementation of such tough, but necessary, measures. 

At the same time, 1 want to stress that the EU phytosanitary measures are equally applicable to all 

EU Member States. The Commission will not hesitate to consider, if needed, further steps to avoid 

stricter measures taken unilaterally by Member States or to address shortcomings identified on the 

ground. 

As regards EU co-financing, under Article 18 of Regulation (EU) No 652/2014, the possibility to 

compensate owners of plants for phytosanitary measures or for the value of their plants exists. For 

that latter aspect, it will only be applicable from 1st January 2017. The Commission is also very 

committed to boost research activities and, under the EU research framework HORIZON 2020, to 

further study the epidemiology of Xylella fastidiosa, as well as possible treatment solutions. 
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Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market 

("the Regulation") supports industry's efforts to create innovative solutions for phytosanitary 

problems. We are confident that provisions on minor uses in the Regulation together with the 

recently established EU minor uses coordination facility will overall increase the availability of 

products and close use gaps. Additionally, for phytosanitary emergencies, the Regulation provides 

for the possibility for Member States to grant extraordinary authorisations for contained and 

controlled use in emergency situations where no other solutions are available. 
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